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GUIDELINES

TO APPLICANTS

FOR THE 2011-12
SIR PETER TIZARD

RESEARCH BURSARY
Prof Alan Emond, Chair

Tel: 0117 331 0893

Email: Alan.Emond@bristol.ac.uk 
Dr Rachel Knowles, Medical adviser (Non-communicable disease) 

Tel: (020) 7 905 2278   
Email: r.knowles@ich.ucl.ac.uk. 

Dr Dominik Zenner, Medical Adviser (infectious disease)

Tel : (020) 8 327 7147
Email : dominik.zenner@hpa.org.uk
Mr Richard Lynn, Scientific Coordinator

Tel: (020) 7092 6173


Email: bpsu@rcpch.ac.uk
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, 
5 Theobalds Road, London WC1X 8SH. 
Tel: (020) 7092 6173
Email: bpsu@rcpch.ac.uk
Completed application forms and supervisor paperwork should be returned to the BPSU office by Friday 3rd June 2011.  
INTRODUCTION 

The Sir Peter Tizard Research bursary is worth up to £15,000.  

The Bursary has been established to: 

· Encourage paediatricians primarily who are not research active to undertake a study of a rare disease or condition, which affects children and which is of scientific or public health importance.

· Enable paediatricians to further develop their research knowledge and skills.

· Add to the body of knowledge of rare childhood diseases and conditions.

· Promote the role of the BPSU in the surveillance of rare diseases affecting children.

· Support the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health’s objective of building and strengthening research in paediatrics.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible to apply an applicants must:

· be members of the RCPCH

· Not have previously undertaken a BPSU study 

· be Paediatricians with NHS contracts (PT or FT) who are  

 
a)  Specialist Registrar/staff /Associate Specialist grade 


or 

b) Consultant grade (less than five years in post)
· Only one application may be submitted per year by each applicant

· Two candidates may submit an application together, but both applicants’ criteria will be considered by the Committee during the review process.

Study Criteria

The following points give some guidance as to the sort of studies which are and which are not appropriate to the BPSU methodology:

Usually suitable for BPSU 
· The condition should be a relatively rare childhood condition or a rare complication of a more common disease of such low incidence or prevalence as to require ascertainment of cases on a national scale in order to generate sufficient numbers for study  

· The condition studied should have an expected incidence in the UK of no more than 300 cases per year 
· All or the majority of cases should be expected to be seen by a paediatrician
· Cases must be easily identified and defined
· Study data should be easily accessible from the normal clinical notes

Usually not suitable for BPSU 

The following studies are not accepted on the BPSU report cards

· Studies which require patient/parent consent 

· Those which intend to use the study population to establish a disease register

· Those requiring long term follow up (usually > 2 year)

· Studies which need controls or a comparison group

· Studies which involve any additional clinical intervention for reported cases (other than additional diagnostic tests on samples collected during routine clinical management)
· Audits 
· Studies which require retrospective reporting
· Intervention studies.
nb. All studies will require REC and NIGB-ECC approval before going on the card.

APPLICATION PROCESS

The application process involves the completion of three forms:

1. Candidate’s application form and CV – to be completed by the applicant

2. Study proposal form – to be completed by the applicant

3. Supervisors form and CV – to be completed by a senior person, who is able to supervise the study, provide academic support for the analysis and can supervise the training and development of the applicant through the BPSU bursary.
When planning your application it may be helpful to take into account the following:

· Make sure that you as an applicant are eligible for the bursary – IF IN DOUBT CONTACT US
· Make sure your study meets the BPSU eligibility criteria (see above)

· The study aims must be appropriate for surveillance methodology e.g. establishing incidence/ estimates, investigation of variations in management, or looking at an outcome
· Ensure that you have an educational supervisor who is able to support the study and your academic training and development within the context of the study.
· The success of the BPSU methodology relies entirely on the willingness of consultant paediatricians to complete and return the monthly card.  Therefore the Executive Committee needs to be certain that studies are worthwhile, well designed, adequately resourced and practical without putting too great a burden on reporting doctors.  The application process has been developed to reflect these responsibilities

· The bursary will fund surveillance for 13 months.  Although this can be extended if it is felt that additional ascertainment is required to allow for meaningful analysis, the costs of a second year are allowed for in the bursary but additional funding may need to be sought.
· In practical terms a 13-month surveillance study can often take at least 2 years from the phase 1 application to analysis and write up; applicants must ensure that the study is adequately resourced both for data collection and writing up.
· It is proposed that the bursary will be paid in instalments once accepted on the card.  However the arrangements for payment will be flexible to allow for individual circumstances.

· A condition of the bursary is that regular progress reports are submitted to the Executive committee and that articles are produced for the BPSU bulleting and annual report.

· A final report will be required within 6 months of the end of the study along with a financial statement of expenditure. 

· The successful candidate may also be asked to contribute to BPSU Scientific Meetings. 

The role of the supervisor

The study supervisor should be able to supervise the study design (particulalry at the Phase 2 application process), conduct of the study during the period of surveillance, analysis and writing up. In addition, the supervisor should be able to provide support and facilitate the training of the applicant at all stages of the study. The supervisor may be an educational tutor, senior clinician, departmental head or other individual able to provide relevant expertise and appropriate support.
Submission of applications
Completed application forms and supervisor paperwork should be returned to the BPSU office by Friday 3rd  June 2011.  The forms must be signed by the applicant and supervisor and should be accompanied by a short (maximum 2 A4 pages) CV from yourself and your supervisor, which includes details of relevant previous publications. Please send a hard copy and also email a copy of the application forms and CVs to helen.friend@rcpch.ac.uk.  

Completed applications will be shortlisted and then assessed by the BPSU Executive Committee at their meeting on Thursday 21 July. Applicants will be informed of the outcome Within 3 weeks of this meeting. The successful bursary candidate will be put in touch with one of the BPSU’s medical advisers who will provide advice and assistance on preparing a Phase 2 application for the study.  
The bursary is awarded on a competitive basis and an unsuccessful bursary application does not indicate that the study was not suitable for the BPSU.  We would encourage applicants who have well thought out and appropriate projects to try and find funding from another source and to apply to the BPSU through the normal procedure. 

COMPLETING THE SIR PETER TIZARD BURSARY (SPTB) APPLICATION 

Submitting the application:  Applicants are advised to submit their application as soon as possible rather than waiting for the deadline date.  This will allow us to identify if there are any problems with incorrect or missing documentation. 
1. Name of the investigators

On the application, please indicate clearly the principal contact point for correspondence, giving full personal or work address, e-mail address and telephone number. 

2. Condition to be studied


Give the accepted name of the condition followed by the recognised abbreviation, if any.

3. Describe the study
Briefly describe under the following headings (a) the condition (b) the problem you are trying to address (c) why it’s important (d) the methods you intend to use and (e) the expected benefits of the study (limit 500 words). Please attach any relevant references, if quoted – no more than 3

NB Some studies ask for cases to be reported by a second reporting source, such as laboratories or the Health Protection Agency, to make sure they do not miss cases. This is not appropriate for all studies but if you intend to use an additional reporting source, please include a description of how you will do this in your methods section
4. Research questions/surveillance objectives
Give a clear statement of the specific research questions that will be answered by this study, for example, to 1) estimate incidence, 2) review clinical features, or 3) presentation and outcome. 

NB These questions must be addressable through the surveillance system without
· direct contact with patients

· seeking investigations that would normally not have been undertaken by the paediatrician

· a comparison or control group. 

5. Case definition  

Give a clear case definition for the condition of interest (preferably one that is nationally and/or internationally accepted) and include an age-range. 

6. Expected numbers  

Please supply an estimate of the number of cases expected each year, i.e. yearly incidence rate.  More than 300 reports a year would normally be considered too high a number for the BPSU.  Please indicate the source of denominator data for calculating incidence, for example mid-year population estimates from the Office of National Statistics. 

7. Personnel Arrangements

Clear administrative and scientific arrangements need to be in place to run a BPSU study. Although these details may not yet have been finalised please supply as much detail as possible.

8. Personal Statement 

Say how undertaking this project will benefit you in your training and career development and why we should chose this project and yourself. 
9. Supervisor’s Statement
A form has been provided for completion by your supervisor. The completed and signed supervisor’s form and supervisor’s CV (2 sides of A4 with recent relevant publications) should be submitted with the application forms. The role of the supervisor is described above.
GUIDANCE TO SUPERVISORS ON COMPLETING THE SUPERVISOR’S FORM

1. How long have you known the applicant? 

Please state the length of time you have known the applicant and in what capacity.
2. Please briefly document your previous experience in undertaking or supervising clinical or non-clinical studies and audit

Please list research projects, surveillance studies or audit which are relevant to your ability to act as a supervisor to the bursary applicant.  Please indicate any publications arising from these.
3. Please briefly describe your role in the development of this study and bursary application.

4. Please provide a short written statement addressing each of the following issues;
· Comment on the applicant and their suitability to undertake a surveillance study through the BPSU and funded by the Sir Peter Tizard Bursary.
· Suitability of the study for training and career development of the applicant. Please comment on how the project fits in with the candidates’ career aims.
· Support that you, your department and/or colleagues, will provide to facilitate this study and the training of the applicant. For example, please indicate if you and/or your department will be able to support the applicant if assistance with study design, clinical interpretation or statistics is required.
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